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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 85 
September 12, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Andy 

Rorie.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Fire Chief Tony 

Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, one member of the public and members of the District.  

Commissioner Vyverberg’s absence was excused. 

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  Executive Report – WSRB 

 Add:  Executive Report – Property Vacation 

 Add:  Executive Report – Dispatch Consolidation 

 Add:  Executive Report – Seventieth Anniversary Banners 

 Add:  Executive Session – RCW 42.30.140 (4)(b),  that portion of a meeting during which the 

governing body is planning or adopting the strategy or position to be taken by the governing 

body during the course of any collective bargaining, professional negotiations, grievance or 

mediation proceedings, or reviewing the proposals made in the negotiations or proceedings 

while in progress. 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Vyverberg earlier requested an excused absence for the meeting.  Motion made by 

Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve Commissioner 

Vyverberg’s absence.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Station 82 Generator:  Chief Nielsen reported the District received no bids in response to its 

Request for Proposals for an emergency generator. The deadline to receive proposals was September 

8th. 

 

The District previously went out to bid in 2016 but the proposals received at that time greatly 

exceeded the amount budgeted for the project.  In 2017, additional funding was added to the budget 
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for a generator and the District once again advertised for bids.  Chief Godfrey said he provided legal 

counsel with background on the project and asked what options were available to the District.    

 

Brian Snure said the District has met all legal requirements, and because an attempt was made to seek 

a vendor competitively but no bids were received, staff may now select a vendor.  Mr. Snure told 

Chief Godfrey the District may also contact the vendors who submitted bids in 2016 to see if they are 

willing to meet their original bid proposal.  Snure will draft a letter documenting the District’s bid 

process to show state bid requirements were met. 

 

Commissioner Boling said recent natural disasters may make it difficult to secure a used generator.  

He visited the state auction website and saw an auction house near the Tri-Cities that had generators 

for sale; he did not know the specifications of any of those generators shown or what size the District 

needs.  

 

Chief Godfrey’s preference was to have the transfer switch installed now and connect the generator 

once it is located.    

 

Commissioner Boling would like to have a transfer switch installed at Stations 82, 84, and 85 so that 

each building is ready and equipped if a portable generator is found. 

 

Commissioner Rorie agreed that it would be challenging to secure a generator in this environment, or 

a contractor who is willing to complete a small job.  

 

B. Policies and Procedures:  Chief Nielsen presented the Board with new procedure, 70.01.00 

Calculating Fire Loss and Dollars Saved, which provides guidance on calculating the dollar value of 

property saved in addition to cost of property lost.  He also presented revised procedure, 70.01.01, Fire 

Cause Determination & Investigation.  Procedure 70.01.01 provides guidance for calling Valley or 

City Fire investigators; the reference to cost was deleted and moved to 70.01.00.   

 

Both procedures will be posted for 30-day comment. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Social Media Administrator:  Lt. J. Wilkins has been asked to accept the role of Social Media 

Administrator for the District.  Chief Nielsen said Lt. Wilkins has a few concerns that can be 

addressed in policy so that he does not feel he is not putting himself in violation of the District’s 

Social Media policy.  Wilkins is very knowledgeable in the area of social media affairs and is 

excited to take on the part. 

 

B. WFCA Management Excellence Award: Chief Nielsen provided the Board with copies of the 

District’s 2016 Management Excellence Award application.  The Chief submitted the completed 

application to WFCA last month.   

 

C. Fall Newsletter:  The Board received a draft copy of the 2017 Fall Newsletter.  This quarter’s 

newsletter focuses on the upcoming Strategic Plan community meetings, disaster planning, the 

District’s Mission Lifeline Award, CPR, and Fire Prevention week.   

 

D. AHA Mission: Lifeline Award:  District 8 was selected as a recipient of the American Heart 

Association Mission: Lifeline Silver Award.  SCFD8 and AMR were members of the team led by 

Valley Fire.  The program ensures that patients receive the best possible cardiac care using 12 lead 
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EKG machines and that American Heart Association protocols are followed.  AHA recognized 

District 8 for providing the correct tools and training to all EMS personnel so that they are able to 

rapidly identify a heart attack and notify the appropriate medical facilities to prepare to receive the 

patient.  District 8 is one of six agencies in the state to receive the award this year.  The Mission 

Lifeline Silver award is presented to agencies who have demonstrated at least 75% compliance 

with their achievement measures, and treated at least eight heart attack patients in the year. 

 

E. Strategic Plan Update:  Two community meetings are planned on October 3rd at Station 81, and 

two community meetings are planned on October 4th at Station 85.  The District sent meeting 

invitations to numerous stakeholders and HOAs in the community.  On October 2nd, John 

Campbell and Martha DeLong will meet with members of the District to hear their thoughts on the 

Strategic Plan.  Campbell and DeLong also plan to speak with each member of the Board. 

 

Chief Nielsen said the Leadership Foundation document has been drafted using input from the two 

Strategic Plan workshops and several members of the community. 

 

F. Leased Water Tenders:  Brian Snure prepared a Bill of Sale and Hold Harmless Agreement for 

the sale of two leased water tenders recognizing the past and future maintenance, insurance, and 

mutual aid the apparatus has and will provide to District 8.  Chief Godfrey will contact the fire 

chiefs from both agency regarding price. 

 

G. Washington Survey and Rating Bureau: Chief Nielsen has formally requested a rerate from 

WSRB; the District’s last rating was three years ago.  District 8 is on WSRB’s schedule and 

extensive documentation for staff to complete.  The Chief feels the agency is in good shape and he 

is hopeful the District will move from a protection class 5 to a 4.  Chief Godfrey has been meeting 

with Robert Ferrell with WSRB. 

 

H. Property Vacation:  Spokane County has posted notice of intent to vacate a public right-of-way 

within a parcel east of Station 82.  The county has scheduled a public hearing on October 10th at 

5:30 pm.  When a right-of-way is vacated the ownership formally reverts to the adjoining property 

owners and the county releases all rights to that property.  Staff sees no issue with proposed the 

vacation.   

 

I. Dispatch Consolidation:  Chief Nielsen spoke with Division Chief Jay Atwood at the CCC to get 

an update on the proposed dispatch consolidation.  Atwood said a Governance Committee in 

working in conjunction with the Emergency Communications Board to consolidate police and fire 

dispatch in order to make the center more efficient.  De Hicks has been hired as a consultant and 

has created a road map containing a general timeline and benchmarks.  A plan of communication 

is in development with respect to other agencies, labor groups, and end-users. Chief Nielsen said 

the fire service is well represented by Chief Cody Rohrbach and Chief Brian Schaeffer.  Top 

priorities for the dispatch center have been identified as: establish governance, maintain open 

communication, determine a leadership model, and engage employees.  The Governance 

Committee conducted a site visit to Vancouver’s dispatch center, CRESA.  An operational site 

visit is planned next month by the communications center manager.  Spokane City Council and 

Spokane County Commissioners have both passed resolutions in support of exploring 

consolidation of dispatch.   

 

J. Seventieth Anniversary Banners:  Chief Long partnered with Avista earlier in the year to create 

their training video.  In appreciation, Avista created four 70th anniversary banners for District 8.  
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Chief Long unveiled the banner showing an image of District 8’s first fire chief, Corwin McClung, 

and one of the agency’s first fire trucks.  An anniversary banner will be hung at each station. 

  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 6:28 pm, Commissioner Rorie adjourned the regular meeting and announced the Board would enter 

into Executive Session for 15 minutes per RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g), to evaluate the qualifications of 

applicant for public employment or to review the performance of a public employee; and, RCW 

42.30.140 (4)(b),  that portion of a meeting during which the governing body is planning or adopting 

the strategy or position to be taken by the governing body during the course of any collective 

bargaining, professional negotiations, grievance or mediation proceedings, or reviewing the proposals 

made in the negotiations or proceedings while in progress. 

 

Commissioner Rorie called the regular meeting back in session at 6:58 pm.  No decision were made 

during Executive Session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 SCOPE thank you letter recognizing Chief Long and District members for their participation in 

National Night Out 

 Department of the Army letter recognizing Chief Hatley as Division Supervisor on a fire at the 

Yakima Training Center 

 A news article from the Journal of Business and the Valley News Herald regarding the 

District’s AHA Mission: Lifeline Award 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SCFD8 will host the Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting September 

14th at Station 81, beginning at 7:00 pm. 

 Station 84’s Open House is Wednesday, September 13th, from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: Move to 

adjourn the regular meeting at 7:04 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

              Andrew V. Rorie, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


